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N O V E M B E R ,  2 0 1 9  

M O U N T A I N  M O V E R   

Our thanks to the members and friends of FAITH for the ways in which you have been faithful in your stewardship 

to the mission and ministry of our congregation. 
 

In last month’s Stewardship article, we noted that our income/expenses for ministry was in a deficit of little under 

(-$8,000). While this is often the case for the end of summer, we were hoping for an early “Fall Bump” in our 

giving to help offset that deficit.  That has not occurred, so as we have moved through September and October 

our deficit has actually tripled, leaving us with close to (-$21,000) in deficit.   While this is not the greatest of 

news, the good news is that we have kept expenditures below the projected 2019 budget, and yet our giving has 

not kept up pace for even this reduced expenditure.   As you are able, would you consider an above normal contribution 

in these next two months of November and December to help offset this current deficit, and if you would, please offer up 

your prayers and conversation in support for this wonderful ministry at FAITH, with much appreciation!  
 

As a reminder, we will be looking at our 2020 Budget projections at our Congregational meeting on November 

24th.  You will also be receiving in the mails a Stewardship letter and pledge card for our 2020 year of ministry.   

    Stewardship at FAITH 

A Moment of Thanksgiving 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD our God, all the earth.  Worship the LORD with gladness; 

and with singing. Enter the gates with thanksgiving and the courts with praise.  

Give thanks and bless God’s holy name.    Psalm 100 

There is a chill beginning to creep into the air in our com-

munities around San Dimas.  You can notice some leaves 

changing colors.  The days are getting shorter, yes, fall is 

here. We are reminded that winter and the rainy season is 

not far away.  Fall is a busy time of year.  Those who work 

the land or tend flowers and gardens are busy with the har-

vest and pruning.  The rest of us are busy with activities of 

all sorts or planning for our family gatherings.  Thanksgiving 

and Christmas are fast approaching and there seems so 

much to do before they get here. 
 

With all this busyness it is easy to forget to stop and give 

thanks for everything we have.  We tend to rush into this 

season, sometimes forgetting it’s deeper purpose.   
 

Maybe that is why our ancestors decided to set one day 

aside in November to give thanks to God for the gifts they 

have been given.  When you really stop to think about it, 

everything we have comes to us in some form from God, 

indeed we have all been abundantly blessed.  The clothes 

that we wear, the food we eat, the homes we live in, the 

skills we use in our jobs, schools, churches, and homes.  

Even the families and friends we are in relationship with 

come from God.  It is good to take time and to say thanks 

to our God.  

 

A day of “thanksgiving” is not unique to the United States.  

A holiday of feasting and saying thanks to God is found in 

the Bible, in the book of Deuteronomy. It’s called the 

“Feast of Tabernacles” or the “Feast of Booths.”  During this 

feast the people would live in tents in order to remember 

when they lived in the wilderness in portable dwellings.  

This celebration comes at the end of the harvest, after the 

entire harvest had been brought in.  This feast would last a 

week and the normal work was set aside during this time.  

And if we look closely even God takes time to rest and give 

thanks.  In Genesis chapter 12 we find that God took a day 

“off” from creating to rest and God called it good.  
 

As you, your family and friends gather around the table, 

share aloud the blessing in your life that have occurred this 

past year.  From Joel 2:26: “You will have plenty to eat, until 

you are full, and you will praise the name of the Lord your God, 

who has worked wonders for you.”  
 

As we gather around FAITH for Thanksgiving this year, let 

us enjoy the football and parades, and all the wonderful 

food.  Let us join with our friends and families as we share 

in a time of thanksgiving and in worship on Sunday, Novem-

ber 24th.    
 

Blessings to all! 

Pastor Dave Beard 
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                              FAITH CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE  

The MSP was completed and submitted in mid October. Pastor Dave held two “Round Table” introductions to 

the MSP between worship services in the month of October.  More copies of the MSP are available on the ushers 

counter.  

Below is the anticipated schedule from Pastor Reg as follows: 
 

• Receive first candidate name 1st week in November 

• Interviews Nov-Feb  

• Goal- Candidate for Council review March 

• Congregation Meet & Greet (final candidate only) 

• Select final candidate- May/June 

• New Pastor in place- July 2020 

SEMI ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND  

THANKSGIVING MEAL    

NOVEMBER 24, 2019 

There is a lot that is happening with our mission and ministry at FAITH Lutheran, and on Sunday, November 24th it 

all comes together.   

• We will meet for a Service of Unity, one worship service, at 9:15am (similar to our Summer Worship services) 

and welcome our newest members. 

• We will meet to share in our Congregational Thanksgiving Meal, following our worship at 10:30am. 

• We will meet to thank our Council members, and to elect new Council members who will help to guide and 

direct our ministry in this most exciting season as we enter the Call process for our next full-time pastor.  

• We will ratify our new Constitution with our second vote of acceptance.  Already our Constitution has been 

approved by the Southwest Synod. This will conclude this ten-year process. 

• We will take our first look at the proposed Budget for 2020 and consider our stewardship options as we raise 

up our hopes and dreams for the ministry of our future. 

• We will hear an update from our Call Committee and their progress around the Call process. 
 

Here is what you can do, volunteer to help with our meal through our Women of Faith, help the Men of Faith set up for our 

Congregational meeting.  Involve yourself in the future of our congregation by being engaged in 

this meeting and reach out to invite members whom you have not seen to reengage with this 

vibrant ministry.  Mark your calendars NOW and plan to be involved! 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS AT FAITH LUTHERAN 

SEASON OF THANKSGIVING AND ADVENT  

FAITH Lutheran Church would like to encourage members and friends to grow in their understanding of what it 

means to be involved in the mission and ministry of FAITH.  Our ultimate goal is to assist believers in becoming 

more fully devoted disciples of Jesus Christ.  

New Member Welcome - Sunday, November 24th, 2019    

We will officially welcome new members into the life of our fellowship on this Sunday with a sim-

ple introduction during the Sunday worship services.  If you would like to join in membership, 

please let Pastor Dave know your desire. pastordavidbeard@aol.com  925 216 6560 

ALL SAINT’S SUNDAY - NOV.EMBER 3RD, 2019 

On Sunday, November 3, 2019 FAITH Lutheran will 

celebrate All Saint’s Day.  It is our tradition to offer our 

prayers of support and encouragement to those who 

have experienced the loss of loved ones.  It is our de-

sire to lift up the hope of our faith, to call to mind the 

way our loved ones impacted our lives, to allow our-

selves to share the mystery of God’s grace, and to pro-

claim our belief in God’s victory over death through 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

We invite you to join us in worship on All Saint’s Day 

as we commemorate those individuals who have re-

ceived the gift of eternal life with God.  We pray that 

our Lord Jesus Christ will bless their memory always.  

We praise God for the victory that is theirs through 

the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

You are invited to bring a photo of your loved one to 

place on the altar during service that morning. 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT  

Sunday, December 1st begins the season of Advent.    

We will light our advent wreaths and once again make 

preparation for the birth of our Lord Jesus, in our 

hearts, our homes and our world. We will also gather 

for a time for worship, fellowship and food each 

Wednesday evening during this season.    

Mark your calendars for our Advent- Wednesday 

evening services; with the celebration of Holden Vil-

lage Evening Prayer. 

6pm Dinner in the Parish Hall 

  7pm Worship in the Sanctuary 

Our themes for this year’s gatherings will center on 
The Life of Prayer. 

  Week 1, Wednesday, December 4th -     

                     Contemplative Prayer 

  Week 2: Wednesday, December 11th -      

                     Embodied Prayer 

  Week 3: Wednesday, December 18th -      

                     Neighborhood Prayer 

Festival Candlelight Service   -    

Christmas Eve Worship, December 24th   

5:30pm and 8pm     

         Please note these time changes from the previous year.   

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

In this coming season of Thanksgiving and Christmas, 

our LIFT group is now preparing to reach out in ser-

vice as they fill “Shoeboxes” for “Operation 

Christmas Child”.    This service project will touch 

the lives of young people around the world, as these 

shoeboxes will be shipped to far off places.  Inside 

each box, gifts of toothbrushes, bars of soup, toys, 

games, books and the “love of Jesus come down at 

Christmas time” will unite our hearts and faith to 

those young people most in 

need in our world.     In De-

cember our group will lead 

the Second Sunday of Advent 

services of worship, prepar-

ing us as we enter the season 

of Christmas giving, and the 

celebration of the birth 

of Jesus. 

mailto:pastordavidbeard@aol.com
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Donate to our FLC  

Emergency Food Pantry.  

We collect non-

perishable food to give 

to those in need 

whom visit the church 

during the week and 

to a local food pantry 

that provides food and 

resource assistants to 

the surrounding com-

munities. 

SEEDS OF FAITH 

GROUP will meet be-

tween services on No-

vember 10th for future 

garden planning and on 

Saturday, November 16th 

at 10:00 a.m. to work in 

the garden.  Thanks to 

the on going help from 

Lisa, Kevin, Tom, Joe, 

Chris, and Brian. Kevin 

and other FLC members 

that support our Faith 

Garden.   

tional Meeting. Come and 

enjoy the fellowship and 

the work. 

Contact 

Joe Pike at 

760 985-

6049 for 

more infor-

mation. 

 

 

The MEN OF FAITH gath-

er the second Saturday of 

each month at 8:00 a.m. in 

the church parking lot.  

They go out for breakfast 

together and return to do 

work projects.  This 

month, they will meet on 

November 9th and the 

23rd to help prepare and 

set up for our Congrega-

The WOMEN OF FAITH 

meet monthly, for fellow-

ship and Bible study.  This 

month the Women Of 

Faith will meet Saturday, 

November 2nd at 10:00 

a.m. The WOMEN OF 

FAITH is helping the Altar 

Guild Bake Sale November 

3rd and will be cooking, 

preparing and organizing 

 M E N  A N D  W O M E N  O F  F A I T H      
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the Thanksgiving Meal on 

November 24th at our 

Congregational Meeting.   

Contact Nancy Brewster at 

626 484-5894 for more 

info about the work of the 

Women of Faith. 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY HARVEST FESTIVAL 2019 - THANK YOU! 

The day was perfect in so many ways.  Following our services of worship on Sunday, October 20th, we set out to 

welcome the community to our Annual Fall Harvest Festival.  This is the sixth year that we have 

turned our center park into a place of play, wonder and joy.  This year we welcomed are largest “Fall 

Festival” yet, topping last years growth in both numbers and spirit.   We increased the number of 

“volunteers” who planned, set up, cooked, prepared, played games and welcomed our members, pre-

school families and neighbors to the “Fall Festival”.  Maybe the timing was just right, or the spirit 

of the welcome, the excitement of playing and eating together, but we saw more and more people at 

this gathering sharing in the joy of fellowship.  Young children filled the venues, wearing their cos-

tumes of pumpkins, superheroes, cowboys, princess, pirates and wide smiles of delight.  With face 

paintings, and balloon hats mixed with popcorn and snow cone juice from ear to ear, 

the families bounced around our center park, laughing and celebrating together.  New 

friends were made, and old friends were reacquainted, as we took in our hotdogs, corn 

on the cob and candy…lots of candy.   Our thanks to the host of volunteers, too many 

to name, for fear of leaving someone out, but special thanks to our Master of Ceremo-

nies, Doug Halverson, who with clipboard in hand, arranged the setting and directed all 

in his enduring manner.    A special thank you also for our Thrivent members who sup-

ported our festival with a financial gift of $250.00 from their Thrivent membership 

funds.  In appreciation for our long-time members, our newest arrivals, for our youth, 

preschool teachers, families and the young people…we give our thanks and ultimately our praise to 

God for bringing everyone together for this year’s FAMILY HARVEST FESTIVAL. 
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   EVENING STUDY         FLC STUDY GROUP            W.O.W.  

Come and take 

part in growing 

your faith. Our 

FLC Study 

Group 

meets 

Monday 

from 

12:30 

p.m. –

1:30 p.m. 

in the FLC Con-

ference Room.  

No preparation 

is necessary, just 

show up with a 

loving heart.  

Gatherings in-

clude 

prayer 

and 

sup-

port 

for 

one 

another and our 

church.   

Start your week 

out with the bible. 

Monday Evening 

Bible Study Starts 

at 7:00 

p.m. to 

8:00 

p.m. 

We will 

read 

passages for the 

next week, and 

then studying the 

book of Luke. 

Our study will be 

using the Commu-

nity Bible Study 

Format.  All are 

welcome. Materi-

als will be 

available 

for minimal 

cost.   

The group 

will also meet 

with the daytime 

study for monthly 

fellowship. 

Come to worship 

on Wednesday 

evenings at 7:00 

p.m. as we 

study the 

Acts of the 

Apostles, 

the life and 

Story of St. 

Paul and 

come early if you 

can, bring a dish 

to share and en-

joy fellowship at 

our potluck sup-

per (optional) 

before service in 

our FLC 

Parish 

Hall at 

6:15 

p.m.  

Our 

services 

feature Evening 

Prayer, Holy 

Communion and 

Bible Study.             

Special thanks to the FLC 

teachers, fam-

ilies, friends 

and children 

from our FLC 

Daycare Cen-

ter and Pre-

school. They 

joined us in our 10:00 

a.m. worship service. The 

children brought musical 

joy and smiles to our ser-

vice!  

Our youth are a 

wonder to be-

hold, with much 

thanks for the 

support of 

the con-

gregation 

and par-

ents. The 

LIFT Youth 

meet twice 

a month 

sharing 

their expe-

riences and joy for 

life.  This is a busy 

group of young peo-

ple, highly engaged 

with their schools, 

active in band, sports, 

school dances and their 

friendships.    The group 

has bowled, kayaked, 

played games, 

(remember the 

hair fight), and 

shared in Bible 

study.   

FLC DAYCARE & PRESCHOOL           LIFT/YOUTH – Thank you! 

Our FLC Altar 

Guild will hold a 

Bake Sale on 

Sunday, Novem-

ber 3rd be-

tween worship  

services.  Please 

support their 

provision for 

the physical 

needs of our 

worship ser-

vices by provid-

ing and/buying 

baked goods.  

On November 

3rd and 10th 

between ser-

vices there will 

be a review of 

the New Con-

stitution prior 

to our second 

and final vote 

on our Consti-

tution at the 

next Congrega-

tional Meeting, 

November 

24th.  

Save the Date: 

Saturday, De-

cember 14th 

for an FLC Pro-

gressive Dinner. 

The din-

ner will 

conclude 

in our 

FLC Parish Hall 

with desserts 

and more fel-

lowship. If 

you’d like to 

host one dinner 

course please 

talk to Victor 

Ambrosini 

and watch 

for more 

details in 

our upcoming 

weekly bulle-

tins.   

       MEETINGS          PROGRESSIVE DINNER        BAKE SALE  



505 East Bonita Avenue 

San Dimas, California 91773 

P 909 599-3978 

F 909 599-3324 

E flc@faithsd.net 

W www.faithsd.net 

Dave P. Beard, Interim Pastor 

E pastordavidbeard@aol.com                  

C 925 216-6560 

F A I T H  L U T H E R A N    

C H U R C H   

P H O T O  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

I N T R O D U C I N G  P E O P L E  T O  N E W  L I F E  I N  

J E S U S  C H R I S T  T H A T  G R O W S  I N T O  

E N T H U S I A S T I C  C H R I S T I A N  L I V I N G .  

www.faithsd.net 

THE VISION CORNER 

   What if we provided the funds to pay our mortgage, 

support all our existing ministries, and call an 

associate pastor and a minister of music? 

   What gifts and strengths would we want those 

persons to have?  What new ministries is God 

calling us to do?  Who could we reach toward 

realizing our mission to introduce people to new life in 

Jesus Christ that grows into enthusiastic living? 

   Send your thoughts to flcsecretary@faithsd.net or 

call them in to the church at 909 599-3978, or speak 

with Pastor Dave Beard 

or a member of our 

Church Council about 

them.  Pray about how 

you can help realize our 

mission. 

   

FAMILY HARVEST FESIVAL 2019  

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

A L L  S A I N T S  

S U N D A Y   

3  

B A K E  S A L E   5  

C A L L       

C O M M I T T E E  

5  

L . I . F . T .  3 &

5  

P A S T O R ’ S  

A R T I C L E   

1  

T H A N K S G I V I N G /

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  

M E E T I N G    

2  

C A L E N D A R   7  
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November 

   Connect to WiFi at FLC.  

Password: welivebyfaitht1 (all 
lower case, ending with the    
# “1”. 

Discover more news, photos and info at our web site: faithsd.net. 


